Mahouts and their Elephants Working as Conservation Response
Units in Sumatra

The Conservation Response Unit (CRU) in Sumatra will investigate human-elephant
interactions in order to improve local perception by utilizing once neglected captive
elephants and their mahouts for direct field based conservation interventions for wild
elephants. The projects four main objectives are: 1) mitigating human-elephant conflict;
2) reducing wildlife crime through forest patrol and monitoring; 3) raising awareness
among locals of the importance of conserving elephants and their habitat; 4) establishing
community-based ecotourism to ensure long-term CRU financial sustainability.



